
Divine Infancy:  
God’s Kingdom Within Us and Among Us 

Reflections for Advent Week 1, 2018 - Muskoka Community Church 
 
Monday, December 3 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 
 
A life following Jesus does not always 
guarantee that we will be free from bad 
circumstances in our lives. We all are born 
into a fallen world and we are bound to have 
people or situations in our lives that are 
difficult or hurtful to us.  Even though this is 
true, God is faithful to work in our 
circumstances, both good and bad to grow 
us, teach us, heal us and spread his kingdom 
on earth. We must become more aware of 
God’s presence in our everyday lives, and we 
must thank him for the work that he is 
doing. What circumstance or relationship do 
you need to bring before the Lord in prayer. 
What would it look like rejoice and give 
thanks to him in the midst of this difficult thing?  
 
Today, make it a point to praise God in all things and to bring all worries, fears, etc. before him 
in prayer. 
 
 
 
Tuesday, December 4 
Read Deuteronomy 31:8. 
 
Over and over in Scripture we hear the Lord give the admonition, “do not be afraid.” God is 
not a God who is far off. He exists and works in our very midst. He is working in those around 
us and is making a way for us in this world. How do you see God going before you and being 
with you in your life? How would your life look different if you could trust more deeply that he 
is there and that he will never leave or forsake you? Spend a few minutes slowly and carefully 
reading and re-reading this passage, and letting it speak to you deeply. 
 
Today remember that God goes before you. Look for signs of this reality and trust in it when 
you enter into new situations.  
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, December 5 
Read Luke 2:76-79. 
 
Just before this verse, the Lord is working in the life of Zechariah as he names his newborn 
child John. The Holy Spirit comes over him and gives him words of praise and these words of 
prophecy for the baby, who grew up to fulfill this prophetic word and to be a great man of 
God. This is an example of how God often speaks to us through others. We need to realize 
that this is how God often works and speaks today, and give him the opportunities to do so. 
Are there Godly people that you have given permission to speak into and over your life? Do 
you know of any “words from the Lord” that have been spoken over you in your life? Have you 
seen them come true or are you running from them?  
 
Today reflect on what God has spoken about you through others in the course of your life.  
 
 
Thursday, December 6 
Read Ecclesiastes 4:1-12. 
 
A passage often read at wedding ceremonies, these verses in Ecclesiastes paint a picture of the 
joy and necessity of friendship. On Sunday we talked about the idea that human existence is 
blessed by God, and even sacred—so much so that God was willing to step down and be born 
as a baby and to live as a man. Jesus was born into a family, a community, and a number of 
relationships, in line with God’s divine design of human life. We are created for relationship and 
for community. In what ways would you characterize your friendships and your community? 
Who do you feel God is calling you into a deeper experience of community with? How can you 
move conversations below just the surface? Are there any friends in your life whose needs you 
can meet?  
 
Today take note of your unique relational connectedness and where God may be leading you in 
this area of your life.  
 
 
Friday, December 7 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:17-24. 
 
What principles does Paul lay down for the way we should approach our “situation” as 
Christians? Many times Paul’s letters are responding to some sort of problem. What kind of 
problem do you think prompted him to write (repeating three times!) that believers should 
remain in their current situation? Have you ever known people who are naturally restless, 
always looking for the next great thing that will fulfill their life--whether it’s a new job, new car, 
new toy, or new spouse? Do you have some of that restlessness in you? What does this 
passage have to teach us about the way we relate to our own “situatedness?” 
 
Today be aware of the situations that you find yourself in and ask God to give you patience 
where you need it. 


