
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Easter Sunday, Jeremy talked about Mary’s encounter with the risen Jesus in the garden 
outside his tomb. The main question being raised by the passage is, “Where is Jesus?” The 
answer? He’s alive and well, closer than we thought, and calling our name. Like Mary’s, our 
journeys often include five elements: a quest (for God, truth, purpose, etc.), an encounter 
(though we may not recognize it), a calling (a personal experience of Jesus), a response (turning 
to Jesus and acknowledging his proper role), and a mission (to tell about our own experience of 
meeting the risen Jesus and share his message). 
 
Opening Discussion: 
Can you identify any of the five elements Jeremy described on Sunday (reviewed above) in your 
own spiritual journey? Share a significant moment with the group. 
 
 
 
Looking at Scripture: 
Read John 20:19-23. 
 
What stands out to you or speaks to you from that passage? 
 
 
In his post-resurrection state, Jesus is often described as having some sort of a new, super-
human existence, where he can “appear” in locked rooms, yet still have be a physical presence 
(e.g. eating Luke 24:42-43). Yet even before his resurrection he could do physically impossible 
things, like walking on water. How different do you think Jesus’ state was after his resurrection, 
compared to normal human existence? 
 
 
 
Verses 21-22 are very significant, because they begin to shape the answer to “what comes 
next,” after the story John is telling ends. What do these passages tell us about how the story 
of “the Word who became flesh” continues after he ascends back to heaven? 
 
 
 
What do you think v. 23 means? (Excerpt from commentary included on back page) 
 
 
 
Read John 20:24-31 
 
This is the third time Jesus says “peace be with you” to his disciples. What do you think is the 
significance of these words? 

Discussion Questions  
for Small Groups 
 

Light of the World: Doubt & Faith 
 



How does this passage treat the relationship between doubt and faith? 
 
 
 
 
To this point in the gospel of John, there has been a lot of emphasis on “seeing and believing.” 
How does v. 29-31 signal a significant shift in how Jesus is to be related to? What is faith in 
Jesus based on now, rather than “seeing” personally? 
 
 
 
 
Personal Application: 
In what ways do you personally sense you have been sent into the world to continue the 
mission of Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
How can you depend more fully on the Spirit’s empowerment in day to day life? 
 
 
 
 
 
How are doubt and faith at work in your life? What do you need from Jesus to help you 
believe? 
 
 
 
 
Commentary Excerpt for 20:23: 
In the first three centuries, the church often related v. 23 to the confession of sins as admission to baptism. After the 
Reformation, however, while the Protestants limited the verse to the proclamation of the gospel (i.e., the power of preaching 
God’s forgiveness of sins in Christ and the admission of sinners to baptism), Catholics responded at the Council of Trent by 
affirming that it should be applied to the power of ordained priests to forgive sins, proving that Jesus Christ himself instituted 
the sacrament of penance for dealing specifically with postbaptismal sins. What this text must be explaining is that the 
Trinitarian work of God is now joined to the church in such a way that it functionally represents the work of God in the world 
without being confined to the church. For just as the mission of the Son is different than the mission of the church (see v. 
21), there is also a difference between their ministries of forgiveness. For the church is not only a herald of God’s forgiveness 
(a witness to the world) but also a recipient (an example of its work), the “bearer of that effective action” in the flesh. For 
this reason it is not merely the church’s words that declare the gospel but its very existence; the life of the church witnesses 
to the nature of forgiveness that has been embraced both within the church and extended outside the church. The 
resurrected presence of the Lord by the Spirit is now with his people in such a way that the church’s ministry is ultimately his 
ministry (see 13:20: “the one who receives the one I send receives me”), with the church serving as the God-established 
“embassy of salvation and eternal life” in the world. 
 
From: Klink III, Edward W. John (Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament) . Zondervan. Kindle 
Edition. 


