
Divine Infancy: The Humble Christ  
Reflections for Advent Week 3, 2018 - Muskoka Community Church 

 
Monday, December 17th 
Read Luke 20:9-18. 
 
Jesus is having a rather tense 
conversation with the religious 
leaders of his day. He is making the 
point that their rejection of him (as 
the beloved Son) was in keeping 
with a long line of godly people 
who had been rejected by the 
religious establishment—and there 
is a sense that this will have serious 
consequences for them, too. Jesus 
is confident in his identity, and the 
fact that he should be listened to. 
But he allows himself to be “the 
stone the builders rejected.” He is 
waiting for God’s timing to reveal 
the fact that he is the true 
cornerstone (the pivotal first stone 
that makes everything in the foundation straight in square). What does this teach us about the 
times when we believe we have something valuable to offer, but people aren’t responding well? 
Reflect on verse 18. What do you think it means to fall on that stone, or to have that stone fall 
on you? What do you think it means to be broken by Jesus? Crushed? How does this relate to 
our humility? 
 
Today, live in the awareness that often what is important to God isn’t always immediately 
obvious. 
 
Tuesday, December 18th 
Read Zechariah 9:9-10. 
 
This passage is referenced by the gospel writers (Matthew 21:5, John 12:15) when Jesus chose a 
donkey for his “triumphal entry,” only a few days before his death. Notice the contrast 
between the typical images of military might (chariots, warhorses, battle bows) and the colt the 
victorious king rides in upon. Imagine how you might make that contrast in today’s terms—a 
king who arrives in a 20-year-old Civic, in contrast to the warplanes and tanks. What does this 
teach us about how God works in the world? In your life? Where in your life do you need 
victory? You can expect King Jesus to show up, not in the typical way, but humbly. 
 
Today, reflect on the fact that God always wins in the end—but not always in the way we 
would expect. 
 
 



Wednesday, December 19th 
Read Luke 14:7-11. 
 
The idea that God will raise up (or exalt) those who are humble, but that he will work to lower 
those who are proud is one that occurs repeatedly in the Bible (and is a principle that people in 
Jesus’ day would have been very familiar with). But Jesus uses a “parable” to explain why living 
humbly is much better. Put yourself in the situation he describes, as a guest at a wedding 
banquet. Imagine yourself in the first position (putting yourself in a place of honour, but then 
being asked to vacate it). What kind of emotions do you have throughout the process? Then, 
put yourself in the second position (being asked to move into a place of greater honour). How 
does that feel? What is Jesus trying to teach us about the value of living humbly? Are there 
areas in your life where you are overly concerned about your own upward progress, or what 
people think, or about a lack of recognition—or something else that you need to let go of? 
Spend some time in prayer offering them to God and trusting him to raise you up. 
 
Today, live with the confidence that God will raise up those who humble themselves. 
 
Thursday, December 20th 
Read James 2:2-9. 
In this passage, James describes a situation similar to Jesus’ parable from yesterday, except this 
time he is talking not about the place we take for ourselves, but the place we give to others. A 
subtle form of pride has to do with the way we evaluate and treat others differently depending 
on their wealth, social status, likeability, or what they can do for us. Romans 12:16 says “Do 
not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.” Evaluate the 
relationships in your life. Are there people who you are tempted to treated better or worse 
because of who they are, or some sort of pride in your own life? Who is it you are most 
tempted to want to impress? Who are you tempted to dismiss or not care about? Ask God to 
help you treat all people as brothers and sisters, created and dearly loved by him. 
 
Today, follow in the footsteps of the One who did not care about his reputation, who hung out 
with those who were at the bottom of society, who was kind to outcasts and sinners. 
 
 
Friday, December 21st 
Read Luke 18:9-14 
 
This passage is a reminder that pride and humility will come out in the way we talk to God. 
Jesus presents some extreme examples here, and it’s not likely that your prayers closely 
resemble either option. Yet he is saying that option “B” (“God, have mercy on me, a sinner”) is 
closer to what God wants from us than option “A.” How would you characterize your own 
prayers? Maybe they’re business-like—thanking God for his blessing, making requests, asking for 
wisdom. A healthy prayer life will include some confession (admitting the ways we mess up and 
fall short—always confident in God’s forgiveness and acceptance) and some worship and praise 
(expressing appreciation for God’s goodness and greatness). This helps ground us in the reality 
of who he is (God!) and who we are (not God!), which is one root of a humble attitude. 
 
Today, live in the incredible reality that you are loved by the awesome, all-powerful God, just as 
you are—despite the many ways you have wandered away and fallen short. 


