
Divine Infancy: Growing Slowly  
Reflections for Advent Week 2, 2018 - Muskoka Community Church 

 
Monday, December 10th 
Read Mark 4:26-29 
Jesus is intentional in his choice to 
describe the kingdom of God with the 
story of a man planting seeds and 
harvesting grain. The story shows us 
that in the kingdom of God things are 
not instantaneous, but that there is a 
process of growth and development 
that eventually culminates in something 
good. At times it is difficult to see what 
God is developing within us. We can 
become so focused on results that we 
fail to notice the growth that is taking 
place. Where is he growing and 
developing you in ways that might be 
overlooked? 
 
Today, take time to notice what seeds God has planted in your life. Pray that he would 
continue this work and that you could be an active participant in this process.   
 
 
Tuesday, December 11th 
Read James 5:7-8  
 
Part of the theme of Advent is thinking about not only Jesus’ first coming, but also his future 
second coming, when he will set things straight and establish his kingdom once and for all. In 
the same way we need to be patient with our own growth, Christian have to patient and know 
that God’s kingdom is progressing in this world—even though it hasn’t come in its fullness. 
Where do you see God at work in the world today? What things will be fixed when his 
kingdom is set up once and for all?  
 
Today spend time praying for God to give you patience and strength to stand firm in your faith 
and wait for Jesus’s return, even in the midst of a world that is at times still broken and harsh. 
Pray that you can see the places he is at work, even in the midst of trouble and hardship. And 
with the early church, pray “Come Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20). 
 
 
Wednesday, December 12th 
Read 1 Samuel 1:10-20 and 2:26.  
 
The story of Samuel is similar to that of Jesus in many ways. God blessed his mother with a son 
destined for greatness. He was offered to the Lord, and from the time he was young he spent 
time with godly people. 1Samuel 2:26 (Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with 



the Lord and with people) sounds a lot like Luke 2:52 (Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man). These similarities reaffirm that Jesus came and developed just as we 
do, and that he was part of a people with a long history of God’s work.  
 
Today take time to think about the similarities between your own growth and progress and 
that of Jesus (and Samuel). Pray that as you mature you could follow the example of Jesus and 
become more like him in all areas of life.  
 
 
Thursday, December 13th 
Read Luke 3:21-23. 
 
This is an incredible moment in the life of Jesus that shows us the love of the Father for his Son 
Jesus. An interesting detail in this passage is that it tells us Jesus’ age at the time he started his 
ministry, thirty. Whether you think that’s too young or too old to launch a mission to change 
the world, it’s important to see that Jesus took the time to mature and prepare before he 
began ministry, waiting for God’s timing to begin. In our lives, even when we know exactly what 
we are supposed to do, we must have the wisdom and patience to act in God’s timing. We 
must take time to prepare, and when we feel him lead, we must act in confidence knowing that 
we are ready and that he is with us always.  
 
Today pray that God would show you his timing for the things he has called you to. If you’re in 
a time of preparation, pray that God could grant you peace while you’re being developed. 
 
 
Friday, December 14th 
Read 1 Timothy 4:12-16. 
 
This passage is commonly used to affirm that young people should sit out of ministry but rather 
that they should jump in, regardless of age. It is valuable to have this in mind while also reading 
the second part of this verse which encourages Timothy (a young person) in this verse) to be 
diligent in developing the gifts they have been given and to make progress. It is important to 
realize that God will use us even if we are young or immature in our faith, but that we must 
always be seeking progress and growth. This passage says we ought to be growing until Jesus 
returns—so it actually applies to all Christ followers, no matter their age or maturity! Life with 
Christ is always a process.  
 
God will use us from the very beginning, but we need to be wise enough to know that at times 
we will encounter situations that are beyond the scope of what we are equipped to handle. In 
these moments we should enlist the help of others and be patient with ourselves as we mature. 
There is no shame in this. Growing and developing is a part of God’s plan for our lives.  
 
Today remember God can use you no matter where you are in your journey with Christ. Also, 
remember that we are all a work in progress and that we are meant to develop and grow. Pray 
for courage to take action in your faith and wisdom to pursue the next steps of growth. 
 
 


